3rd Quarter Research Paper
ASSIGNMENT


You will write a research paper arising out of your research into Turning Points in History: People, Ideas, Events, as described in the handout.  A turning point is defined for this purpose as follows:  
The theme for your paper is “Turning Points in History: People, Ideas, Events” focuses on a point in time when history shifted because of a personal decision in the life of one person, or a political choice affecting millions; it might be an event or idea with global or local consequences; it might be the life of a single person who inspires or affects other people. Sometimes a turning point has immediate repercussions, making its significance obvious to people at the time; sometimes, however, the impact of the event or idea is only clear in retrospect. Whatever the selected research topic, the research must show a significant change in history because of a person, idea or event.  The topic must be about US History.  The paper will be a minimum of four pages of text, in a format that will be described later.  We will discuss topic selection in class; a good place to start is your textbook.  Look for individuals and movements about which we have studied or in which you may have a particular interest.  It can be about national, state, or local topic.

Part of your grade will be based on the product of your research:  the balance will be based upon your fulfillment of the requirements of the research process.

Some comments:


The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate your reading, writing, and research skills and to prepare you for the next steps in your academic career.  Although you will get some time to work on this assignment in class, it will not be enough to do sufficient research, reading, and writing to succeed!  Plan your time accordingly.   You need to obtain 3x5 or 4x6 note cards!
Critical Due Dates:

Topic approval




                       February 13
Essential question approval 


                       February 14
50 note cards





          March 8

Graphic organizer        


                                    March 15
Rough draft
           



                       March 25
Peer edit





          March 29
Final draft due (last date to upload to www.turnitin.com)
          April 3
I am available to meet with you in class during work times or after school. Be ready to discuss your research, your sources, any problems you are having, and where you want to go.  You will need to take the initiative in scheduling these.  
What do I write about?

Read the handout very carefully. A critical element of the research and writing process is to develop a research question upon which you will focus your research and which will lead to a thesis for your essay.  A research question is one that is:
· Based on knowledge of your subject.

· Focus not too broad or too narrow
· Interesting to you

· Potentially interesting to others

· Has necessary resources available to answer

Your research question is critical as it will set the direction for your research and your paper.  It is the overall question your paper will answer.
Example: How was the Battle of Midway the ultimate turning point to the war in the Pacific?
How will I keep track of my research?

Note cards.  You will need to buy 3x5 or 4x6 note cards to keep track of your research.  Note cards are a time-honored way of doing this.  They are time-honored because they work, even though they may seem like a lot of work at the time, they will pay off when you sit down and start writing.

These are guidelines:

· Write the topic or sub-topic at the top.

· One concrete detail or fact per card. This will be a minimum of 4-5 points/bullets. You will need to have the bibliographic information for each fact on the card as well.

· Write down where you got it: everything you will need for the bibliography.

· Keep them brief, in non-complete sentences and in your own words.  Summarize, unless you intend to use it as a quote.

· Make sure you know what you mean in your cards.  You may not be actually using them until you start to write, and you may forget what you were talking about.

Consider color-coding.  One color an explanation of its significance, another for its consequences, for example, one for each section of your paper
What must my paper contain?

· A title page, in-text citations, and an annotated bibliography in the MLA format.  You will need a minimum of 10 different sources, of which at least five must be non-internet; i.e., periodicals or books.   I do not count E Library as an internet source.  2 of the 10 sources MUST BE PRIMARY SOURCES!!  Please see me if you are unsure if your text qualifies as a primary source.  The paper must be a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 6 pages, in twelve point font, Times New Roman font, one inch margins all around-top, sides, and bottom, and double-spaced.  Using larger font or a shorter paper will result in a lower grade.

· An introduction with a hook and a strong thesis sentence.

· An explanation of the turning point you have selected

· An explanation why your person, idea, or event was a turning point.
· Identify the participants and stakeholders in the conflict

· An analysis of the significance of the turning point and how things changed as a result of it.
· An explanation and analysis of how things were different afterward, using examples to prove your argument.
· A conclusion which refers back to the introduction and thesis and shows how your thesis was proven.

· An annotated bibliography in MLA format.
· An annotated bibliography is required It should contain all sources that provided usable information or new perspectives in preparing your entry. You will look at many more sources than you actually use. You should list only those sources that contributed to the development of your entry. Sources of visual materials and oral interviews must be included. The annotations for each source must explain how the source was used and how it helped you understand your topic. 

For example:
     Bates, Daisy. The Long Shadow of Little Rock. 
          1st ed. New York: David McKay Co. Inc., 1962.
Daisy Bates was the president of the Arkansas NAACP and the one who met and listened to the students each day. This first-hand account was very important to my paper because it made me more aware of the feelings of the people involved.
History writing

History writing is similar to the writing you have been taught in your LA class. You must have a thesis; your paper must be organized section to section, paragraph to paragraph, and within each paragraph. The graphic organizer which I have given you will lead to excellent organization.   I will expect that you will follow the TS/ CD/ CD/ CM/ CD/CD/ CM/ CS format for each paragraph.  This is not optional.  One chunk paragraphs are only minimally acceptable at this level and will receive a commensurate grade. A fully developed paragraph should have at least 150 words. You will note that the CD/CM ration is flipped from what you learned in LA:  this is because historical writing is more fact based, but still requires analysis, which is where the commentary comes in.  
Turnitin.com

ALL papers MUST be submitted to turnitin.com BEFORE turning it in.  Tunitin.com performs a search of its database and returns what it calls an “originality” report.  If the report shows that your have information identical to other work elsewhere or a paper similar to one previously submitted, you will need to make appropriate changes to your paper.  No paper will be accepted unless you have first uploaded it.  You should have opened an account first semester, if not see me.  Once you have done this, go to this assignment (CBA: Turning Points in US History) and upload your paper. 

After several minutes you will get a report.  That report is also available to me.  You may make any changes necessary to correct any plagiarism issues without penalty until you hand the paper in to me.  If these problems are not corrected, see below for your consequence.
Final notes

· Write in the third person-no “I” or “me”

· Be very careful about plagiarism.  If you are caught plagiarizing, two bad things will happen:  you will receive a zero for the assignment, and the record of your plagiarism will become part of your permanent record here at Mount Si.  Your second offense, even if it happens your senior year, will result in loss of credit for that class.  Proper use of turnitin.com will help you avoid the problem.

