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A Journalist's Report: The Better Vision for Black Americans
Susnthame s

From Mslocl ., “Massags o the Geasszcots.” Novembis 10, 1963
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Tivontd ks to mate 2 e comments coneerning the &iffrence beea the lack eveloton and he
Negro evelufion. Thare's 3 ifrence. Ace they boh the sams? And if hey'r2 ot what s the
iffarancs? Wrat s th diffarnce betsen 2black revoltion and 2 Negro mevelation? Fist, whatis 2
covoloton? Sometimes ['m inclined to balis tat many ofour pecplsarevsng this word ‘reelution”
Ioossy,withos aking crefo considaaton of it this word scally mesns,and bt i Htric
Characrisics 3.

Lookst the Asarican Revalution in 1776, Tt ceveloton s for what? For sod. Why did they wast
1308 Independence. How was itcaeisd oo Blaodshed. Nuber ons, it vwas based on Land, the basis of
indegendance. And he coly way they could gt it s bloodshed. Tha French Revelotion—vhatwas it
basad on? Tha and—ase gainst the andlord, What v it foc? Lan. How id thyrgt 6 Bloodshad.
Was oo lovalost 3 a0 compromise; 25 0 nagoizion I'm eling o, y0u doa' tenors what 3

cevolotonis."Casse when o find oo whatiti, ou'll setback inthe alls: sou'l zet ot o the way.

“The Rosssn Revoluton—v ht was itbased on” Land. The andlss agsist the ndlocd. How 6id they
bring it bout? Bloodshed, You haven' zot 2 evelution that doesa il bloodshed. Aod you're
aaid toblexd T said, o' afaid oblas.

s tong 25 the hite man sent you o Kora, you bled. Hesentyou to Germany, you bled. Hesentyen o
e St P to fght th Japanase, you bled. You blaad o v pople Bt whenit comss imeto
sssing ur ovn choches being bomb d a0 ltte black sids b murdared, oo haven' sot o lood.
Yo blaed when thehits man 23 bled; you bite when th whiteman says bt 0d you bark when
e white man saysbark. Thate tosay this sbast us, bt i’ rus How are s gaing to be comviclentin
Misissipp, 2 vioent 5 you warein Korea? Hor can you ustfy being soaviclen in Misisippt 204
‘Alsbas, when youe chorches e being borb d, 04 youe e gids acebaog muosdered, 08 % e
S2m i you 2 ging o violen it ilr, a0 Tojo, 20 scmnsbody ls tat o don'tvan T

I6viotence isrong in Amarica, viclenea i wrong abroad. IFif’s rong to b vicleat definding black
woman and bl chiliren s0d black babies 08 blackc man, then s rong for Anrica o dratus d
ke s violnt road in deferse o her. And ifit i it for Amarica to deaf s, 2 teach s how to
be volentin deferse o er, henit s right for o and me fo o hatever i nscessary o dafand o
o pacpteighthere in this couatey.

Sol e thsa various evefations, brothers andsistrs, o shor: you—you don thare apezcafl
ceveloton. Yoo dorthave 3 o he-othr-<hsek ravalvion. Thre'sno ssch ting 322 somviclant
ceveloton. The oty ind of eveltion that's nonvieaats the Nagro reveltion. Ths anly revlafion
based oa loving voursnamy i he Negeo evoloton. The caly rvelotion i which he g03 s
desegragatad o connta,  desegragated theatr, 3 depragata park,and 2 desegregated ublic
il v can it down gext o whitsfolks o th oiet Trat's o ravolution Revelation sbased cn
fand Land i the bass of alindependence. Land isthe basis o esdom,fosice, 20d syualy.
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Revalutionis bloods: Revolutonis hostl. Revelyton knores o campramiss, Revalstion ovarturns
2 destros everyting that st nifs way: And o, siting around her ke 2 not cn the wall,savine,
“Tamgcing tolova thasefofis oo matterhos much they hate me.” No, you a4 2 ravelyfion. Whosver
eard of 2 ravoloion whersthey lock amms, 23 Reveren Cleaga vas pnting ot by, singing
W Stll Ovassome™ Just el . You o't do thtin 2 seveloton, Yoo don'tdo any singing vou'se
o0 busy swinging. 1s basedon land. A evolulionaey waais Lan 50 e can st up s ovn saion, 20
ipendent ration. Thase Nepross acan't asking for o matin. They s ring focravl back on the
slantion

Just 2 thestavemasterof that day used Tom the house Nage, o keep the eld Negross in check, the
52m ol stavemaser today has Nagross who aeamothing bt modarn Usele Toms, 20t cantuy Uncls
Toum.to kesp o0 2 s i chack,ksp s sndar corirl, keep o passve 20d pesceful and nemiolant.
‘That's Tom maling you nonwiclant s lic when you 2010 the dentist, ans the man's gong fo take
soue tooth. You's= g to SghtHim when ha stars puling. So he squiss soma saffin youe jav caled
novocaine, tomale yoo tink they'ce nt doing anything to yos. 50 you it hers and ‘e 300 gt
2l f that novocains n youe 37, You suffe pezesioly Blood somig ll doa youe 2w, 208 yoo don't
i what's happsrine. Causs scxnsons has taught o to s Fa—pessefuly.

‘The white man dossthesame thing o o in thes e, when he wans o put kot on youe ead and
ke advantage ofyou aud don't b o be afid ofsoue Sghting back To kasp you from ighing
back o gets these old reigious Usele Toms toteach ou 208 ma, st ke novocaine, sufe peacefoly
Dan't stop s Feing—just sofe peacefuly, As Reverend Cleaga pointad o, “Letyous blood flow dn
s scest” This s 3 shama. A vou know he' 3 Cistisn reacher. £t s 2 sham fo i, yow knore
whatitis toms,

Thers's soting in cue book the Quan—yon call it Ko-ran™—that teaches s to suffr peacsilly: Ove
cdion tachs ustobe inaligent Bapezcafl, be courtacus, obey the a, caspact veryons: bt f
Somecns puts his hand on you,send i t the cemetery: Thats 2 g0od ralison I fact tha's thatcd-
ime aigion. Tha'ste cna hata s B vesdto sl sbout 30 2y ox 3 a7, 2 3 oot o 3 toots,
2082 hoad for 2hmd, and s for 2 e That's 2 o celigion And nobods rasents tha kiod of
cdion being aughtbot awolf who intends to mak o s ml

Thisisthe wayitis vith the white manin Amsics H's  walf nd you'reshasp. Aay time 2sheghesd,
3 pastor, exchas oo snd s otto o Som e it snd, 5t the sams s, tsches o8 ot Szht
e whits man, be's 3 et o300 and me. Don't sy downoue lifeall by sl No, reserve yur i,
i he st thing y0u <@ g0t And iFou'vs gotto give it p, It it be aven sieven.
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From the varybeginning ther 3s 2 philesophy undrsiding the Monigomery boseot, the hilesoghy
of somvicten rastancs, There vas altvays theproblem of gtting s mathod over becase it did’t
i e fo mostof th pecple n thebeginrirg. W= ha to1se cur mss mestings o sxplain
onviclanss 0.2 communityof people-sho had naver hased of he hilcsoghy and in sy instaneas
e notsympatheti withit Wehal mestings vice 3 eskcon Nondzys 2 on Trursdass, and va had
2 nstitts o nonviolencs 2nd soial changs. We had to male it cleasthat monviolent sisnce s ot 2
methed of corvactie. I dos asist. s not a mathod of stzgrant pasivity 2 dadening complacency.
The noniotent rasistaris ust 2 opposed to theavil thath s s g aginstas he viclent asister bt
e rsist ithout violenss. This mathod & sonagg ressiv physically bot srngly ggressve sistally.

NOTTOHUMILIATEBUT TO WINOVER

At hing that e ad t gt overas the fac tha the ncaiolant resster o motseck o homilizs
o Gofat th cpponsnt but o in is flsndship 0d undersanfing. This was dvaysa cr that we bad o
S5t befor pacple that oo i s it o dafeat e white community,nc f humilize e white
‘ommmity,but towin th fendship ofall ofthe perscns who had paretratad this systemin th past.
The end o volenss ot sftemiah ofvilsnce is bitiernss. The a8armath of orviclsnce is
caconeiiaion ad th cration o 2 beloved comamniy. A boseot s nsver 2 ond within el Itis
mralyameans t 2w aken 2 sense o shame withn th cpprasse buttheand s econciliaion,the and is
cedempion.

Then e had o sl it leae alsothat the nonviolant eister seesto stack he vl system athe than,
inividuals who happen tobe casght pin thessstem. And this s why ] szy from ims tofime tha the

Sugzle in the Scut s ot so sch th tasion betsen  ite paols 50 Negeo paogls. The stvgels s
caiar bewasn josics and injostics, betasn the forcs oflight an theforess of dadkomse. Aok if thare
i 2 vitoryf will s b victory marly fo S8y hovs and Negeoss. But i willbe  vieory e josie,
2 ictoy for good will 2 victory for democacy.

Aother bas thing e had o g6t ove s that porviolant resstans i sl sn nerral sttt
‘avoids exteral vilence or extaral ghysical volence but s fntemal vience ofspct And 502t the
canterof o movamentstoc the philosophy of love. Th atitode that the oly w2y o wltimatly
Shangs humanity and ks for th sosiaty tha e ol long for i to s lovaat the esntr o ot s,
No peopla vssd to 26k me o the begiasing what do v masn by love mnd bow sttty can el
510 love fhose persons who seck to defat s and those parsons -ho stand against s; how can you love
such persons? And Thad to ket cloar all along hatlove in s highest senseds act 2 sentimantal st
f ting, s sven 2 affctonatasect of thicg

AGATELOVE

The Graskclanguage s thre words forfove. I alis about eros Evosis 2setof aastatc ove, Ithas
oms o3 tob 2 ext o emmanic lova and itstands it sl of s besoty Bt when s spaakeof Loving
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those who oppose us we'ra ot kg sbouteros. The Gresk languag tlls sbontphiaand his s 2
sort o eciprocal lova betwsen pasoral iends This i 3 vit, valosbl Lo, Bt hen s tlkcof
Loving those who cppose v and those o sesk o defatyos e s ot alking sbowt ros o phlia.
The Grsic angvise comas oot with nother o nd it s e, Agcpe s sndastanding, erasive,
cedamptive zo0d will or sl men. Bibliel heclogians wosla s it s s love of God worling in e
mins of man, It s 1 oerfloving lovs which sssks nothing in stom. And when o cams tolove an
i lovel vou bagint love men o baczuse they e imable, act bacause they do things that afrac s,
ot bacause G loves them and hece s lov theperson o doss the vl dsad whilehating the desd
at the arson dom i thetpe of love that staads at th cantr of the movement that we 2 ying o
camyon in e Soothland— e,

SOMEZOWER IN THE UNIVERSE THATWORKS FOR JUSTICE

Tamgite avase of he facthatthers e parsens vho believe fiemiyin monviolanca who do not belsve.
ina personzl God, but L thisk svey parscn o blieves in noniclent rsistance balievas somshow tat
the vaiverssinsoma form s on the s ofjustce. Thatthare is someihing vaflding n the vivarse
whatha cne speals of it 2s 2 saconscious procss, o hether cns speal of it 2 some bemoed mov,
oc whethr somaon speakscfit 2 2 pesonl God. Thareds somsthing i th univens thatvafolds r
Sustcs snd s0in Montgomery e et scmshr st 25 e sivgled e had cosmie companionship.

A this vas cne o the things that kep the pacple togethr, the belie it the iverse is on thesideof
ey

God grant that 2 men a0 omenall ovr the world srugsle gaist vl systems they illstggle
withloven theic hears, it undersanding go0d will Agpe s233 you amst 20 0n it wise msiraint
and calmseascnablensss but you st kesp movin. Ve have 2 geat pportuniy n America fobuild
herea sreatnaion, 2 ation wher 2l men e togsihr s brothers 2nd rspect thedigniy and wor of
all i personalty. We musticsp moving tovas thatgeal. 1o that some pecple 2 s 2vig e
st slow vp. They sceweting letts tothe Novth and they sce sppeli tov it paogle o gocd will
and o the Negross saying slow op, you re pushing too fast.They ara g we must adopt apoliey of
‘modaration. Now if modaraton means moving on vith viserestraint ud calm easonablanes, then
modarationis 2 great vita hatall men of good illmust seek o achievain this erss pariod of
ansiion Butif modaraton means siowing upin the move foc justie and capitating o the vhis 20
‘caprices ofthe guardian of th deadening sttvs o, then moderatinis 2 ragie viee which all men of
zo0d will must condarmn. We st contim to mova on. O slf—ssspects st stk e presizaof
‘ornsionis 2t stk Cidl ights s 3n steral ol sewe hich sy ol dsteomion e ety of
cilizationin the deologial srugele withcomnism. We st asp moving withwise estrziot 0.
Love and withproper disipline s dignis.

THE NEED TO BE “MALADIUS TED"

Modarn paschelogy has  woxd tat i prchably vsad more than any other woxd. ks theward
“mtadjosted.” Now wa al shoold sk o ive 2 well—adjosted i incrde to void nevrticand.
schizophienic pasomalities. But the ae soms things wthin cur social ordr o which Tam proud tobe
mtadjusted 204 tohich I cll oy tobe maladjusted. Laeve infend o adust mymalfo
segcegation nd discdmination I nevar istend 0 405t el 0 mob rul. | nevariand to djust
mysefto th tragic sfects of the methods of phsical vilence and to ragic mlitarism. I callupon o0
toba maladjistadto such hings 1 call spon o0 t be 2 maladjosted t such s, call upon o1 o
be 25 maladfusted 2s Ammos who inthe midst of theinustcss f his day cied ot words hat acho.
o3 the generton, Lot jodgment on dovan i water 2nd sghsossnass ks 3 mightysrsam.” As
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matadjusted 25 Abrabam Lincoln who ha the vision o see ha his naton could ot exist bl stave and
Pl oe. As maladustad s Jffrson, ho i the midst of an age amazingly adjted foslavery could
oy ot “Allmen are created aqoal and 21 endor o8 by thee Crasor with cortan ralisrablerights md.
at among these a2 e, iberty and th guseitof tappioess  As matadjused 2 Jesvs of Nazarath who.
reamed s érsam of the athachood of God and th bratheshood of man Gad gt hatws willbeso
‘maladjustd thatwe willbeabla o 20 0ot and change our warld and our ivilzaton. And then warwill
b sbl to move from the bleakc a0 daselate midrightof s inomasity fo man t e bright nd.
slitring daybreakof fresdom and osics.




